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EL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TOPIC :
The religion of Islam attributes several of the present day
offences to the crime of fornication. The present day man is
admittedly, keen to know the why and wherefor of, and to evolve
methods to check and control, the present high ratio of divorce, the
speedy spread of V.D., AIDS very many instances of kidnapping,
rape and abduction and forced marriages and problems of illicit
pregnancy, unmarried mothers and illegitimacy of the offspring. In
this context, it would be of much significance to study how far Islam
provides a solution to these problems, and how does the Islamic
legal system classify them in its penology. A study of the penal
provisions relating to fornication, which Islam deems to be a heinous
crime, would also be of much value. Furthermore., fornication has
been considered an evil and crime, even in the primitive societies
as also in the other major religions of the world. It would, therefore,
be interesting to know how the 'crime' of fornication has been dealt
with by them vis-a-vis the Islamic legal system.
DDL   CO-RELATION OF THE TOPIC WITH THE MAIN
SUBJECT
The law in Islam is called "Fiqh", it is the name given to the
whole science of jurisprudence because it implies the exercise of
intelligence in deciding a point of law in the absence of nass (binding
ordinance), the Qur'an and the Sunna.
Law, hukm according to Mohammadan Jurists, is 'that which
is established by a communication, khitab from God with reference
to men's acts expressive either of demand or indifference on his part,
or being merely declaratory.2
The first postulate, therefore, of Islamic jurisprudence is faith,
iman the essential constituent of which is belief in God and
acknowledgment (tasdiq) of His authority over man's actions. Ibn
Khaldun defines fiqh as fttthe knowledge of the rules of God which
concern the actions of persons who owe themselves bound to obey
2.      Abdul Raheem, Mohammadan Jurisprudence, Madras 1911, p.51.